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PIETER NEL- CEO 
ATC AFRICA

We cannot innovate in isolation. We need our partners, their experience, 
their knowledge and we need to understand our customer needs
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Sustainability is such a hot topic for all of us. Our strategy at American Tower is  supported 
by 5 pillars- Ethics, people, environment, society and performance

We have recently signed up to science based targets to reduce our emissions by up to 
40% by 2025 against the 2019 baseline

More than 30% of our sites use solar as a primary source of energy and more than 
60% of our sites using Lithium ion batteries

This is an area where we need to partner with our customers as we push towards the 
ultimate goal of saving our planet

For our customers, it is so important for us to understand your real pain points and business needs so 
that we innovate and come up with fit for purpose solutions to meet your needs



DAVID MURPHY - MANAGING DIRECTOR 
RIPARIAN- KEYNOTE SPEAKER

There is no doubt that fiber networks will become 
increasingly relevant to MNOs as networks densify 
and 5G proliferates
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The data center landscape in Africa shows promise as undersea 
cables, fiber networks and power infrastructure continuously expand 
and develop. Massive growth potential for data centers in Africa is 
linked to massive data explosion and will see new investment in 
Nigeria, Kenya and South Africa as key regional hubs

Rural connectivity success is underpinned by sharing especially with 
active infrastructure. RAN sharing is critical for this connectivity 
model as operators look to scale

ANNE MCLAREN - CEO 
ATC SOUTH AFRICA

We are committed to finding new and innovative solutions 
to deal with the climate crisis facing our world today

We have partnered with Polarium to establish local 
manufacturing in South Africa in 2022 for local production 
of Lithium ion batteries. This partnership is creating 
employment for at least 300 direct and indirect jobs 

We have also partnered with Halo energy to explore using 
wind turbines on our sites to produce energy. In March 2021, 
we installed a wind turbine on one of our sites as a pilot 
deployment. Our initial analysis shows that the wind 
turbine is able to produce up to 6KW of rated power 
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RAN as a 
Service Panel

CHRIS PARRA
AWS

The future is about the ability 
to provision services within 
minutes. Leveraging the 
cloud for RAN as a service 
implementation povides this 
level of flexibility to innovate 
rapidly and at lower costs.

LUX MAHARAJ 
PARALLEL WIRELESS

In Africa, MNOs are 
considering active RAN sharing 
to make the business case more 
attractive for getting more 
people connected and online. 
There are no winners or losers 
with this business and 
operating model.

RAVI SUCHAK 
AMERICAN TOWER

Globally, policy always lags 
technology. It is critical that 
operational, technical and 
funding challenges relating 
to rural connectivity are 
addressed from a regulatory 
and policy perspective.

ERICA NODA
IFC

When partners need to come 
together to bear risks which 
they are best suited for, it 
enables a structure which is 
more financially sustainable 
and attractive to funding for 
scaling initiatives such as 
infrastructure sharing and 
RAN as a service
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YAHAYA YUNUSA - CEO 
ATC GHANA

Urban and peri-urban networks need densified solutions 
to ensure optimal coverage and capacity which in turn 
promote a great experience for high data users 

By totally re-designing our urban tower form 
factor and remotely delivering power and 
connectivity to new sites, we are laying the 
foundation for a new centralized radio access 
network in cities across Ghana

The Mini Macro solution is our answer to 
densification required for new generation network 
rollout including 5G in the near future. We intend 
to roll this out across Accra and other cities 
with heavy commercial activity and difficult 
to build locations

Our innovation practice ensures constant 
re-engineering of the Mini Macro solution to provide 
best in class delivery for end user services

ERROL AMBLER-SMITH - CEO 
ATC NIGERIA

A major challenge in rural 
communities is telecommunication 
services. Millions of Nigerians live in 
underserved and unserved 
communities and experience 
non-existent or limited network 
coverage and broadband services

Rural communities need connectivity to 
thrive which is why this is a key focus for us 
at ATC Nigeria. We are committed 
to "Connecting the Unconnected” in 
rural, un-served and under-served 
areas in Nigeria

In partnership with OEMs, satellite services 
providers and other strategic partners 
across the value chain, we are 
developing a neutral-host RAN as a 
service solution, thereby laying the 
foundation for voice and data services 
in the rural areas
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MICHAEL MAGAMBO - CEO 
ATC UGANDA

The purpose behind our mini macro innovation product purely 
came out of the evolution taking place in the telecoms space 
as data consumption rises exponentially thereby putting 
a strain on existing network resources

Mini Macros are miniaturized telecom sites with the same 
capabilities as regular telecom sites but with specific focus 
on delivering high speed connectivity and coverage to 
targeted areas

Many African cities have plans to become smart cities and the 
mini macro solution provides a win-win to our customers with 
telecom infrastructure deployed using street furniture such 
as lighting and bus stops

JACQUES DE WITT - HEAD OF INNOVATION 
ATC AFRICA

We will continue to think through and work towards the 
success of our innovation initiatives especially across 
data centers, fiber and rural connectivity 

Our focus is to collaborate with our partners to 
develop the right types of solutions for our 
customers in each of these focus areas

I encourage you as our partners and customers to be
part of finding or making a way to drive innovative 
products across the continent and ultimately
better the lives of your customers
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www.americantower.com

ED KNAPP - CTO  
AMERICAN TOWER

We are in a period of tremendous telecommunications change 
and technology led disruption. At American Tower we are 
focused on the intersection between our real estate assets, 
emerging technologies and the wide ranging wireless 
use cases that will change the way we live, work and
play in an ever increasing and connected world

We are continuously seeking important new 
capabilities to extend our core tower asset into these 
adjacent market opportunities- Wireless connectivity, 
Power & Energy, Fiber and  Edge Data Centers

As our CEO outlined in his recent quarterly communication,
“Towercos will need to transform into digital 
infrastructure companies" I look forward to the role our 
towers can play in this global transformation as we help 
consumers and society benefit from the full promise 
of connecting everyone and everything 
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THANK YOU
for being part of the 2021 Africa 

Innovation Workshop
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